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Fo  r e w o r d 


Because  of  the  recent  developments  near  Fort 
McMurray,  a preliminary  report  (published  May,  1964) 
was  compiled  to  familiarize  interested  persons  with  con- 
ditions in  the  Fort  McMurray  area,  before  any  major 
developments  were  undertaken. 

This  report  (the  second  of  the  series)  presents  in- 
formation on  current  conditions,  and  an  attempt  is  made 
to  show  what  business  opportunities  there  might  be, 
assuming  that  the  population  of  the  town  reaches  4,500  - 
5,500  by  September,  1967. 

In  order  to  keep  abreast  of  the  rapid  develop- 
ments in  the  Fort  McMurray  area,  it  is  hoped  that  sub- 
sequent reports  will  be  published  annually. 


April,  1965 
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FORT  McMURRAY 

ADMINISTRATION 

Fort  McMurray  received  ''New  Town  Status"  on  June  30th,  1964.  Under 
this  agreement  the  town  is  governed  by  a three-man  board.  The  members  of 
the  governing  body  are: 

Mr.  C.  H.  Peden,  Chairman 
Mr.  J.  N.  Polonuk,  Member 
Mr.  W.  D.  Isbister,  Member 

Mr.  Peden  is  the  ex-mayor  of  Fort  McMurray;  Mr.  Polonuk  is  Senior 
Administrator,  Provincial  Planning  Office,  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs,  and 
Mr.  Isbister  is  Assistant  Chief  Municipal  Inspector,  Department  of  Municipal 
Affairs.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  policy  set  by  the  board. 

FUTURE  DEVELOPMENT 

Under  new  town  status.  Fort  McMurray  is  allowed  to  borrow  up  to  a 
maximum  of  one  million  dollars,  for  capital  works  projects,  from  the  general 
revenue  fund  of  the  Provincial  Government.  The  new  sewer  extension  (costing 
approximately  $133,000)  and  the  proposed  water  treatment  unit  (costing  ap- 
proximately $9,000)  are  two  examples  of  this  additional  borrowing  power  being 
used. 


In  the  spring,  ice-jams  at  the  confluence  of  the  Athabasca  and  Clear- 
water Rivers  are  sometimes  responsible  for  the  flooding  of  low-lying  areas  in 
Fort  McMurray.  The  Water  Resources  Branch  and  the  Provincial  Planning 
Board  are  studying  this  situation. 

It  has  been  estimated,  by  officials  of  Great  Canadian  Oil  Sands  Ltd.,  that 
approximately  500  permanent  workers  will  be  needed  to  operate  this  new 
plant. 

In  Appendix  A,  pp.  to  three  different  economic  studies  are  out- 
lined, showing  what  future  changes  might  be  expected  in  Fort  McMurray,  as 
a result  of  500  new  wage-earners  coming  into  the  community. 

HISTORY 

Fort  McMurray,  as  it  is  known  today,  was  founded  in  1870  at  the 
junction  of  the  Athabasca  and  Clearwater  Rivers  by  H.  J.  Moberley  who  named 
it  after  J.  D.  McMurray  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

Mr.  Moberley  was  commissioned  in  the  spring  of  1870  to  establish  the 
new  post  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  on  the  Athabasca  River  as  a terminus  for  a 
proposed  steamboat  route.  This  route  was  to  be  down  the  Athabasca,  from 
the  new  post  to  Lake  Athabasca,  Fort  Chipewyan  and  other  points  along  the 
Mackenzie  River.  At  that  time,  all  freight  coming  into  the  area  was  brought 
north  from  Edmonton  to  Athabasca  Landing  and  then  in  scows  down  the  Atha- 
basca River  to  Fort  Chipewyan  — a long  slow  journey. 
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Fort  McMurray,  however,  was  not  the  first  trading  post  in  the  area. 
Nearly  one  hundred  years  previously  (1788),  Peter  Pond,  an  employee  of  the 
North-West  Company,  erected  a successful  post  forty  miles  from  Lake  Athabasca. 
'Tort  of  the  Forks"  as  Pond's  post  was  called,  was  abandoned  about  1840  as  a 
result  of  a smallpox  epidemic  and/or  hostile  Indians  in  the  area. 

On  May  6,  1947,  Fort  McMurray  was  incorporated  as  a village  and  on 
December  29th,  1948,  it  was  proclaimed  a town. 

The  town  of  Fort  McMurray  as  it  is  known  today,  developed  in  three 
distinct  parts.  At  the  west  end  of  the  town  is  the  area  called  Fort  McMurray, 
while  at  the  east  end  is  Waterways.  Between  these  two  communities,  which 
are  about  three  and  one-half  miles  apart,  is  the  "Prairie,"  (see  Map  1).  Fort 
McMurray  is  the  original  settlement;  first  established  in  the  19th  century.  In 
the  early  1920's,  the  Alberta  and  Great  Waterways  Railroad  (now  the  Northern 
Alberta  Railway)  was  constructed  to  Waterways  which  caused  that  settlement 
to  develop  as  well  as  Fort  McMurray.  Later,  an  extension  of  the  railway  to  the 
"Prairie"  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  a dock  in  that  area. 

POPULATION  STATISTICS 


Fort  McMurray  1951  - 1965 

YEAR  NUMBER 

1951  926 

1956  1,110 

1961  1,186 

1965  (January  30th)  1,804* 

* Civic  Census  Figures 


Source;  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Publication  - Census  of  Canada,  1961 
Bulletin  1.2  - 1,  Table  1,  Page  1-1,  1-15. 


TOWN  OF  FORT  McMURRAY 
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CLIMATE 


STANDARD  30  YEAR  (1921  - 1950)  NORMALS  OF  TEMPERATURE, 
PRECIPITATJON,  AND  FROST  DATA 
TEMPERATURE  (Degrees  Fahrenheit) 


Lowest 

Highest 

January  Mean  Daily 
Maximum  Minimum 

July  Mean  Daily 
Maximum  Minimum 

Fort  McMurray 

....  -60 

102 

4 

-17 

76 

47 

Edmonton  

-55 

99 

17 

- 1 

75 

51 

Calgary  

. -46 

97 

26 

5 

76 

49 

PRECIPITATION  (Inches) 

Mean  Monthly 

Mean  Annual  Mean  Annual 

Total  Precipitation 

Precipitation 

Snowfall 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Fort  McMurray 

..  16.32 

47.2 

0.77 

1.39 

2.1 1 

3.08 

Edmonton  

17.63 

52.9 

1.10 

1.82 

2.97 

3.11 

Calgary  

17.47 

57.0 

1.26 

1.94 

3.48 

2.41 

FROST 

DATA 

Period  (yrs.) 

Mean  Date 

Frost  Free  Period 

Frost  Data 

Last  In 

First  In 

Mean 

Longest 

Shortest 

Collected 

Spring 

Fall 

(Days) 

(Days) 

(Days) 

Fort  McMurray 

27 

June  16 

August  22  67 

101 

* 

Edmonton  

60 

May  29 

Sept.  6 

100 

144 

44 

Calgary  

46 

June  3 

Sept.  3 

92 

127 

43 

* Indicates  h 

ess  than  31  days. 

July  15  is  0 

irbitrarily  taken 

as  the  critical  date  between 

spring  and  fall  frosts. 


TRANSPORTATION 

Water 

Historically,  the  main  function  of  Fort  McMurray  has  been  as  a transfer 
centre  between  Edmonton  and  the  settlements  of  the  Northwest  Territories  which 
could  be  reached  by  water.  Goods  arrive  by  rail  at  the  "Prairie''  and  are 
transferred  to  barges  for  shipment  north.  Northern  Transportation  Company 
Ltd.,  a crown  corporation,  operates  these  barges,  usually  from  April  to  October. 

The  importance  of  water  transportation  to  Alberta  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  Athabasca,  Slave  and  Mackenzie  River  system  facilitates  the  northbound 
movement  of  all  types  of  freight.  It  is  approximately  1,700  miles  from  the 
railhead  at  Waterways,  Alberta  to  Tuktoyaktuk  on  the  Arctic  coast.  Only  one 
20  mile  portage  Is  encountered,  in  the  entire  distance,  between  Waterways  and 
Tuktoyaktuk.  With  the  routes  that  branch  out  of  the  three  principal  lakes  — 
Athabasca,  Great  Slave,  and  Great  Bear,  there  are  an  estimated  2,700  miles  of 
navigable  water. 
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Water  transportation,  once  the  only  means  of  freighting  goods  into  the 
north,  is  declining  in  importance.  There  has  been  a noticeable  shift  from  water 
to  highway  freighting  since  completion  of  the  all-weather  Mackenzie  Highway. 
A further  shift  in  the  freighting  pattern  will  undoubtedly  take  place  with  in- 
creasing use  of  the  Great  Slave  Lake  Railway  providing  the  second  all-weather 
transportation  route  to  Hay  River,  N.W.T. 

Increase  in  air  freight  movements  have  also  affected  water  freight 
movements  into  the  north. 


Water  Freight  Movements  From  Waterways,  Alberta 
Northbound  and  Southbound,  1957  - 1963 


YEAR 

NORTHBOUND  (tons) 

SOUTHBOUND  (tons) 

1957  

134,174 

10,458 

13,426 

1958 

168.528 

1959  

. 119,204 

8,167 

1960 

85.077 

16,650 

1961 

. 75,393 

1 1,096 

1962  

1963 

62,235 

61,699 

13,941 

12,534 

Highway 

An  all-weather  highway  is  under  construction  from  Fort  McMurray  to 
a point  east  of  Grassland  on  Highway  No.  46  (see  Map  II).  Although  this  new 
highway  is  not  expected  to  be  completed  until  1966,  it  is  possible  to  use  an 
old  forestry  road  during  the  winter  months. 

Fort  McMurray  has  seven  taxi  cab  companies  with  a total  of  thirteen 

cars. 

Rail 

Northern  Alberta  Railways  have  two  passenger  trains  per  week  to  Fort 
McMurray.  The  present  schedule  is: 


DEPARTURE  TIME  DEPARTURE  TIME 


DAY  OF  THE  WEEK  EDMONTON  FORT  McMURRAY 

Monday  8:00  p.m. 

Tuesday  10:45  p.m. 

Wednesday  

Thursday  8:00  p.m. 

Friday  1 0:45  p.m. 

Saturday  


Sunday  

Travelling  time  is  approximately  eleven  hours.  The  round  trip  fare 
is  $16.00. 
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Air 


Twice  daily  aeroplane  service  to  Fort  McMurray  (with  the  exception  of 
Sundays)  is  provided  by  Pacific  Western  Airlines.  The  present  schedule  is: 


DAY  OF  THE  WEEK 


DEPARTURE  TIME  DEPARTURE  TIME 

EDMONTON  FORT  McMURRAY 


Monday  

Tuesday  

Wednesday  

Thursday  __  

Friday  

Saturday  

Sunday  


6:45  a.m.  & 3:30  p.m. 
6:45  a.m.  & 3:30  p.m. 
6:45  a.m.  & 3:30  p.m. 
6:45  a.m.  & 3:30  p.m. 
6:45  a.m.  & 3:30  p.m. 
6:45  a.m.  & 3:30  p.m. 


10:25  a.m.  & 7:10  p.m. 

12:20  p.m.  & 7:10  p.m. 

10:25  a.m.  & 7:10  p.m. 

12:20  p.m.  & 7:10  p.m. 

10:25  a.m.  & 7:10  p.m. 

10:25  a.m.  & 7:10  p.m. 


Travelling  time  is  approximately  1 hour  and  20  minutes.  The  return 
fare  on  week-days  is  $40.00. 

A special  week-end  excursion  is  also  offered.  The  return  fare  on  this 
excursion  is  $27.50. 

There  are  two  airline  companies  in  Fort  McMurray  in  addition  to  Pacific 
Western  Airlines.  Both  Contact  Airways  Ltd.,  and  Fort  McMurray  Air  Services 
Ltd.,  offer  charter  flights. 


Pacific  Western  Airlines,  Passenger  and  Freight  Statistics 


Traffic  Edmonton  to 

Fort  McMurray 

1963 

1964 

Passengers 

No. 

2,526 

6,440 

Mail 

Lbs. 

67,448 

100,963 

Express  _ 

Lbs. 

30,745 

96,082 

Freight  

Lbs. 

63,835 

208,236 

Traffic  Fort  McMurray  to  Edmonton 

Passenaers 

No. 

2,557 

7,013 

Mail  

Lbs. 

10,323 

1 1,896 

Express  _ ..  . 

Lbs. 

2,557 

8,322 

Freight  

..  Lbs. 

19,229 

54,609 

Traffic  Edmonton  to 

Mildred  Lake* 

Passengers 

No. 

No 

1,801 

Express  

Lbs. 

Service 

27,785 

Freight  . 

Lbs. 

473,353 

Traffic  Mildred  Lake  to  Edmonton 


Passengers 

No. 

No 

1,901 

Express  

Lbs. 

Service 

3,912 

Freight  ...  ...  ..  

Lbs. 

89,472 

* Service  started  July,  1964. 
Source:  Pacific  Western  Airlines 
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Airport 


— New  Terminal  Building,  completed  1964. 

— Hard  surfaced  runway  6,000' x 150'. 

— Radio  aids;  low  frequency  beacon. 

— Weather  aids;  continuous  meteorological  and  teletype  service. 

— Service;  fuel  and  oil,  telephone,  telegraph  and  taxi. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

— Alberta  Government  Telephones  (automatic  microwave  circuits). 

— Canadian  National  — Canadian  Pacific  Telecommunications. 

— Radio  — radio  reception  from  Edmonton  is  good  during  the  day  but 
poor  at  night.  There  is  no  television. 


FORT  MCMURRAY  AIRPORT 


BUSINESS  ESTABLISHMENTS 


The  following  data  are  presented  to  show  what  businesses  and  services 
are  available  in  three  other  towns  of  Alberta,  which  have  present  populations 
approximating  the  estimated  1967  population  of  Fort  McMurray.  It  should  be 
noted  that  Fort  McMurray  Is  somewhat  different  from  the  three  towns  mentioned 
because  of  isolation  and  the  absence  of  a rural  population. 

Listed  under  the  heading  '"planned''  are  those  businesses  which  people 
have  stated  they  will  provide,  to  Fort  McMurray,  in  the  near  future. 

Business  Establishments  of  Fort  McMurray,  Wetaskiwin, 

Drayton  Valley  and  Hinton  by  Type  and  Number 


Fort  McMurray 

Possible 

As  of  Business 

February  Oppor- 

1965  Planned  tunities 


Wetaski-  Drayton 

win  Valley  Hinton 

As  of  As  of  As  of 

1964  1964  1964 


POPULATION 
Type  of  Business 

Accountant  ....  

Airlines  

Appliance  and  Radio  Stores  .. 

Auto  Body  Shop  ....  

Bakery  

Barber  Shop  

Beauty  Parlour  

Building  Contractors  

Clothing  Store  - Family  

Clothing  Store  - Men's  

Clothing  Store  - Women's  

Coal  and  Wood  

Cold  Storage  Locker  

Concrete  Redi  Mix  

Country  General  Store  ....  

Dairy  — 

Dentists  — 

Department  Store  

Doctors  

Drive-In  Restaurant  

Drive-In  Theatre  

Drug  Store  ....  

Dry  Goods  - Wholesale  

Dyeing,  Cleaning  and  Laundry 

Electricians  ...^.. 

Entertainment  

Feed,  Seed,  etc 

Florist  

Fuel  Oil  Dealer....  

Funeral  Home  

Furniture  Store  

Garage  and  Filling  Station  .... 

General  Contractors  

General  Trucking  Firms  


4,500  - 5,000** 


5,540*  3,854*  3,529* 

4 1 

10  6 1 

2 1 1 

3 1 1 

6 3 1 

4 2 4 

4 2 1 

3 1 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

2 


2 

2 1 1 

3 2 1 

7 4 4 

3 
1 

4 2 3 


3 1 2 
2 4 2 
2 1 2 


2 

1 4 1 

1 

2 1 

15  6 7 

7 8 6 

7 10  5 
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Fort  McMurray 

Possible 

As  of  Business 

February  Oppor- 

1965  Planned  tunities 

Wetaski- 

win 

As  of 
1964 

Drayton 

Valley 

As  of 
1964 

Hintor 
As  of 
1964 

Grocer  - Wholesale  - 

2 

Grocery  and  Combination  Store 

1 

1 

*** 

8 

4 

7 

Hardware  Store  — 

1 

1 

★ * * 

5 

3 

4 

Hotels,  Motels,  Cabins  

6 

3 

2 

3 

Jewellery  Store  

1 

*** 

2 

2 

4 

Lawyers  - - 

*** 

2 

1 

Lumber  and  Building  Supplies 

1 

*** 

3 

4 

1 

Lumber  Mill  Operators  

2 

2 

2 

21 

Machinery  - Agricultural  

9 

2 

Machinery  - Industrial  & Other 

*** 

3 

1 

Meat  Store  — — - - 

1 

1 

Metal  Merchant  

1 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Dealer  

*** 

12 

4 

4 

Newspaper  - 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Oilfield  Equipment  and  Service 

1 

2 

18 

Optometrists  - 

1 

Outboard  Sales  and  Service  — . 

1 

*** 

1 

Paints  and  Varnishes  

1 

Photo  Finishing  

2 

Plumbing  and  Heating  

1 

*** 

4 

2 

3 

Restaurant  - 

5 

1 

*** 

16 

6 

1 

Rubber  Products  (Inch  tires)  — - 

*** 

2 

1 

1 

Second  Hand  Store  

Shoe  - Harness  Repair  Shop 

*** 

2 

1 

1 

Shoe  Store  — - - 

*** 

1 

1 

1 

Sporting  Goods  Store  — . 

*** 

2 

1 

Stationary  and  Office  Supplies 

2 

1 

Tailor  

*** 

Taxi  Cab  Companies  

7 

1 

Tobacco  Store  

1 

Tourist  Service  

1 

*** 

1 

Variety  Store  

*** 

4 

2 

2 

Welding  Repair  Shop  

1 

*** 

2 

11 

2 

TOTAL  

63 

23 

34 

210 

129 

109 

GRAND  TOTAL  

120 

210 

129 

109 

* 1964  Population  figures 

**  1 96^^Population  figures 

***  Possible  Business  Opportunities 


BANKS 

— Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce 
— Bank  of  Montreal 
— Bank  of  Nova  Scotia 
— Royal  Bank  of  Canada 
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GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 


Federal  — Post  Office,  Department  of  Transport,  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police,  National  Employment  Service. 

Provincial  — Alberta  Government  Telephones;  Forestry  Branch,  Depart- 
ment of  Lands  and  Forests;  Community  Development  Branch,  Department  of 
Industry  and  Development, 

Municipal  — Town  Hall,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Superintendent  of  Works, 
Fire  Department. 

EDUCATION 

In  1963  a vocational  wing  was  added  to  the  Peter  Pond  public  school 
at  Fort  McMurray.  The  Industrial  Arts  and  Home  Economics  Courses  offered  are 
available  to  everyone.  Northland  School  Division  has  plans  for  an  extensive 
expansion  to  the  Peter  Pond  School. 

Peter  Pond  Public  School  — Grades  1 - 9 

Enrollment,  January  1965  - 160  pupils.  Number  of  teachers  - 8. 

St,  John  Separate  School  — Grades  1-12 

Enrollment,  January  1965  - 263  pupils.  Number  of  teachers- 11. 

Presently,  non-Catholic  students  who  continue  past  grade  nine,  may 
either  go  to  St.  John's  or  be  enrolled  at  public  schools  in  other  towns. 

A new  Adult  Vocational  School,  costing  approximately  $450,000,  is  ex- 
pected to  be  in  operation  in  June.  This  school  will  offer  "pre-employment" 
courses  in  construction,  driver  mechanic  - heavy  duty  machine  operation,  and 
basic  training  in  various  other  skills.  The  vocational  school  residence  will  be 
able  to  accommodate  50  students.  Maximum  enrollment  per  session  will  be 
70  students. 


ACCOMMODATION 

Since  the  summer  of  1964,  two  new  hotels,  three  new  motels,  and  two 
new  trailer  courts  have  been  constructed  in  Fort  McMurray.  Rates  for  single 
rooms  are  from  $8.00  to  $10.00  per  day,  while  double  rooms  cost  $12.50  to 
$14.00  per  day. 

Hotels 

Oil  Sands  Hotel  — 30  rooms;  cafeteria;  beverage  rooms. 

Peter  Pond  Hotel  - 39  double  rooms  with  bath  and  shower;  1 suite; 
dining  room,  cafeteria,  liquor  lounge  and  beverage  rooms. 

Riviera  Motor  Hotel  — 30  double  rooms  with  bath  and  shower;  dining 
room  and  cafeteria;  liquor  lounge. 


Motels 

Cee-Der  Lodge  Motel— 17  double  rooms  with  bath  and  shower. 
Prairie  View  Motel  — 20  rooms;  cafeteria. 
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Sand  Piper  Motel  — 21  double  units  with  shower;  2 units  with  cooking 
apparatus. 

Trailer  Courts 

1  with  150  stalls.  1 with  30  stalls. 

Apartments 

Rents  vary  from  $110  per  month  to  $175  per  month,  plus  cost  of  elec- 
tricity. At  present  there  is  one  apartment  block  with  12  suites  and  three  units 
of  row  housing  containing  16  residences  in  total.  A new  apartment  block  con- 
taining 24  suites  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  August  1st. 

Private  Single  Dwelling  Residences 

Privately  and  publicly  owned  lots,  in  planned  subdivisions,  are  avail- 
able. A large  tract  of  town  owned  land  called  "Block  X",  is  presently  being 
surveyed  into  lots  for  prospective  buyers.  Anyone  contemplating  the  purchase 
of  a lot  should  obtain  more  information  from  the  town  Secretary-Treasurer. 

HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Department  of  Health  subsidizes  a doctor  and  is  considering  plans  to 
develop  a municipal  nursing  service. 

Dental  services  are  supplied  two  or  three  times  a year  by  a dentist  from 
Edmonton. 

A new  34  bed  hospital  and  10  bed  nurses'  residence  is  expected  to  be 
under  construction  this  summer  and  completed  in  1966. 


SERVICE  CLUBS,  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Anglican  W.A.  (2  groups);  Canadian  Legion  and  Ladies'  Auxiliary;  Cath- 
olic Men's  Association;  Catholic  Women's  League;  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Elks' 
Club;  I.O.D.E.;  Kiwanis  Club;  Native  Canadian  Handicraft  Club;  Nistawoyow 
Association;  Waterways  Curling  Association;  Waterways  Women's  Community 
Club. 


BUILDING  PERMITS,  FORT  McMURRAY 

As  of  December  31,  1964 

Total  value  of  all  building  permits  in  1964  - $2,044,000. 


Components  of  this  value  figure 

2 new  hotels 

3 new  motels 

3 new  apartment  complexes 
20  new  single  dwellings 
3 new  stores 
2 new  shopping  centres 


2 new  trailer  courts 
1 new  building  supply  dealer 
1 new  propane  dealer 
1 school  extension 
1 new  bank  office 
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VALUE  OF  PROPERTY  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION  FORT  McMURRAY  1964 


GOVERNMENT  PROPERTY 

DOMINION  PROVINCIAL  MUNICIPAL 

Land  Buildings  Land  Buildings  Land  Buildings  Total 

$15,225  $263,370  $5,940  $8,590  $4,280  $174,940  $472,355 

VALUE  OF  PROPERTY  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION  FORT  McMURRAY  1964 

USED  FOR  EDUCATION,  RELIGION,  ETC.  OTHERS 

Land  Buildings  Land  Buildings  Total 

$4,650  $66,500  $3,360  $14,360  $88,870 

TOTAL  NET  ASSESSMENTS  FOR  FORT  McMURRAY  1964 


ASSESSED 

VALUATION  - 

DECEMBER  31,  1964 

Land 

Building  and 
Improvements 

Electrical 
Power  Line 

Pipeline 

Business  Tax 

Total 

Assessment 

$128,465 

$620,585 

$28,440 

$164,050 

$941,540 

MILL  RATES 

Municipal 

School 

Foundation 

Program 

Hospitalization 

Benefits 

Program 

Supplementary 

School 

Requisitions 

Supplementary 

Hospital 

Requisitions 

Total 

33.5 

Source: 

21 

Town  Secretary, 

3.5 

Fort  McMurray, 

10.0 

February,  1965. 

— 

68.0 

STANDARD  ELECTRICITY  RATES  IN  FORT  McMURRAY 

EFFective  January  1,  1965 

Residential 

Available  for  single  family  occupancy  where  service  is  supplied  for  household 
purposes  through  a single  meter 

Monthly  KWH  Energy  Charge 

First  10  First  Next  Next  Next  Next  Next  Excess  Minimum 

or  less  40  25  100  100  160  400  Mthly.  Chge. 

6.7c  ....  ....  2.9c  2.1c  1.7c  $2.60 

General  Service 

Primarily  applicable  to  electrical  service  for  Commercial  and  Small  Power  applications 
not  otherwise  specifically  provided  for  herein. 

KWH  Charge  - 1 - 5 KW,  1 Phase 


First 

Next 

Next 

Excess 

Minimum 

200 

800 

1000 

Charge 

6.5c 

3.5c 

2.4c 

1.7c 

$2.60 

KWH  Charge  5 

KW  & Over, 

1 or  3 

Phase 

First 

Next 

Next 

Excess 

Minimum 

40 

160 

200 

Monthly  Charge 

6.5c 

3.5c 

2.4c 

1.7c 

$1.00 
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Street  Lighting 

Available  to  Municipal  overhead  lighting  of  Public  thoroughfares 
Fixtures  mounted  on  wood  poles. 

MONTHLY  FLAT  CHARGE  PER  LAMP 

INCANDESCENT  MERCURY  VAPOR 

Each  Each  Each  Each 

2,500  7,000  10,000  20,000 

$2.75  $3.75  $5.50  $7.00 

Minimum  Billing  shall  not  be  less  than  the  amount  established  in  any  previous 
month. 

Source:  Fort  McMurray  Power  Company. 

FIRE  PROTECTION  EQUIPMENT  IN  FORT  McMURRAY 

As  at  February,  1965 


CHIEF  X 

FIREMEN 

Volunteers  No.  12 

FACILITIES 

Auxiliary  No.  

Number  of  Hydrants  (Approx)  ’30 

Continuous  telephone  service  X 

Number  of  Fire  Stations  

Siren  Strength  (H.P.)  ....  2.2 

SOURCE  OF  WATER  SUPPLY 

River  X 

Lake  

Wells  2 


Reservoir  (size  in  gallons)  (Total)  80,000 

Water  Mains  (size  in  inches)  


FIRE  FIGHTING  APPARATUS 

1 Vi"  Hose  (in  feet)  700 

21/2"  Hose  (in  feet) 200 

Extension  Ladder  (feet)  

Masks  (Gas)  No.  

625  GPM  Pumper  (500  gallon  tank)  “1 

500  GPM  Pumper  (500  gallon  tank)  

120  GPM  Pumper  (1,200)  gallon  tank)  

800  gallon  tank  truck  1 

600  gallon  tank  truck  1 


NOTES:  1.  The  number  of  hydrants  is  increasing  proportionately  with  the  water 

extensions. 

2.  This  truck  is  expected  to  be  in  operation  some  time  in  July,  1965. 
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HOSPITAL 


Rated  Bed  Capacity  and  Bed  Set-up  at  December  31,  1963 
By  Type  of  Bed,  with  Percentage  of  Occupancy  and  Average 
Length  of  Stay  - Fort  McMurray 

Rated  Bed  and  Newborn  Bassinet  Capacity 


BEDS  AND  CRIBS 

Medicine  and  Surgery  12 

Obstetrics  3 

Paediatric  ____  4 

Psychiatric  

Other  .... 

Total  Beds  and  Cribs  19 

NEWBORN  BASSINETS 

Regular  4 

Premature  

Suspect  

Total  Bassinets  4 


Beds  and  Bassinets  Set  Up  at  Midnight,  December  31 

BEDS  AND  CRIBS 

Medicine  and  Surgery  1 1 

Obstetrics  4 

Paediatric  ....  6 

Psychiatric  

Other  

Total  Beds  and  Cribs  21 

NEWBORN  BASSINETS 

Regular  5 

Premature  

Suspect  

Total  Bassinets  5 

RATIO  OF  BEDS  SET  UP  TO  RATED  BEDS  1.1 

Percent  Occupancy  Based  on  Rated  Capacity 


Beds  53.3 

Newborn  Bassinets  15.6 

Average  Stay 

Adults  and  Children  5.0 

Newborn  5.7 


Source:  Alberta  Hospitalization  Benefits  Plan,  Hospitals  Division,  Annual  Report, 
Department  of  Public  Health,  Alberta. 
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APPENDIX  A 

What  500  Permanent  Manufacturing  Workers  Could 
Mean  To  The  Town  of  Fort  McMurray,  Alberta 

"When  a new  factory  is  built  in  or  near  a community  it  usually  means 
additional  jobs  for  members  of  that  community.  While  the  immediate  bene- 
ficiaries include  the  new  job  holders,  the  effects  of  increased  employment  are 
likely  to  be  felt  in  many  facets  of  the  community's  economic  life.  New  jobs  mean 
more  pay  packets,  and  more  pay  packets  mean  a general  stimulation  of  the 
economic  tempo.  For  example,  increased  income  resulting  from  new  jobs  can 
mean  more  marriages  which,  together  with  an  influx  of  workers  from  outside 
the  community,  is  likely  to  contribute  to  increases  in  population,  households, 
and  school  enrollment.  These  developments  may  well  lead  to  increased  ex- 
penditures on  home  building,  on  food,  clothing,  automobiles,  furniture,  home 
appliances,  on  drug  store,  recreation,  and  on  other  items  related  to  consumer 
expenditure.  In  turn,  increased  demand  in  these  areas  tends  to  lead  to  fur- 
ther employment  increases  in  areas  not  directly  related  to  the  industry  where 
the  original  employment  increase  took  place. 

Such  a chain  reaction  does  not  necessarily  occur.  Much  depends  on 
the  characteristics  of  the  community  — 

— The  salary  or  wage  level  of  the  new  workers 
— The  distribution  of  age  groups  within  the  population 
— The  location  of  the  community  in  relation  to  major  communities  or 
metropolitan  areas 

— The  type  of  rural  community  (if  any)  which  is  served  by  the 
community 

— Transportation  — condition  of  highways 

— public  and  private  transportation 

— facilities 

and  of  course,  many  other  factors. 

^ Source:  "What  Increased  Manufacturing  Employment  Means  to  Community  Growth," 
Canadian  National  Railways  - Montreal,  Quebec  - 1958. 

Following  are  the  results  of  three  separate  studies  which  were  under- 
taken to  determine  the  effects  on  a community  of  various  numbers  of  addi- 
tional permanent  manufacturing  workers.  It  is  not  intended  that  these  studies 
be  taken  as  definite  projections. 

STUDY  I 


BASED  UPON  100  ADDITIONAL 
MANUFACTURING  WORKERS 

WHAT  500  ADDITIONAL 
WORiTERS  MIGHT  MEAN 
TO  FORT  McMURRAY 

Additional  People  

427 

2,135 

Additional 

Households  

131 

655 

Additional 

School  Children  _ 

66 

330 

Additional 

Workers  in  Other  Fields 

117 

585 

Additional 

Motor  Vehicle  Registrations 

187 

935 

Additional 

Telephones  

393 

1,965 

Additional 

Retail  Establishments 

3 

15 

Additional 

Retail  Sales,  per  year 

$939,000 

$4,695,000 
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EMPLOYMENT  CHANGES 


NUMBER  OF  WORKERS 
(100  additional) 

NUMBER  OF  WORKERS 
(500  additional) 

Manufacturing  . . 

+ 

100 

+ 500 

Agriculture  and  Other  Primary  _ 

2 

10 

Construction  _ _ _ - _ 

+ 

16 

+ 80 

Electricity,  Gas,  Water 

(production  and  supply)  _ . _ _ 

+ 

15 

+ 25 

Transportation  and  Communications 

+ 

19 

+ 95 

Wholesale  Trade 

+ 

9 

+ 45 

Retail  Trade 

+ 

29 

+ 145 

Finance  and  Insurance 

+ 

7 

+ 35 

Service  — Government  . 

+ 

8 

+ 40 

— Community 

+ 

22 

+ no 

— Personal 

— • Business  _ . . _ 

+ 

3 

+ 15 

— Recreational  

+ 

2 

+ 10 

— Not  Stated 

1 

5 

Total  — • All  Industries  

+ 

227 

1,135 

INCREASE  IN  RETAIL  SALES  (1951  Constant  $) 

Food  and  Beverage  Stores  (Inch  Restaurants)  $263,000 

$1,315,000 

General  Merchandise  Stores  

55,000 

275,000 

Clothing  Stores  

93,000 

465,000 

Automotive  Stores 

345,000 

1,725,000 

Furniture  and  Appliance  Stores  

55,000 

275,000 

Building  Material  and  Hardware  Stores  

70,000 

350,000 

All  Other  

58,000 

290,000 

TOTAL  

$939,000 

$4,695,000 

Source:  "What  Increased  Manufacturing  Employment  Means 
Canadian  National  Railways  - Montreal,  Quebec  - 1958. 

to  Community  Growth," 

STUDY  II 

BASED  ON  20  ADDITIONAL 
MANUFACTURING  WORKERS 

WHAT  500  ADDITIONAL 
WORKERS  MIGHT  MEAN 

TO  FORT  McMURRAY 

Additional  People  - 

Addition  Households  

Additional  Workers  in  Other  Fields  

Additional  School  Children. 

Additional  Motor  Vehicle  Registrations 

Additional  Retail  Establishments  

Additional  Retail  Sales,  per  year 

Additional  Bank  Deposits,  per  year  

Additional  Personal  Income,  per  year 
Additional  Taxes  for  the  Community  


60 

1,500 

22 

550 

1 6 

400 

12 

300 

21 

525 

1 

25 

$100,000 

$2,500,000 

$55,000 

$1,375,000 

$145,000 

$3,625,000 

...  $6,000 

$150,000 
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STUDY  III 


WHAT  500  ADDITIONAL 

BASED  ON  184  ADDITIONAL  WORKERS  MIGHT  MEAN 

MANUFACTURING  WORKERS  TO  FORT  McMURRAY 


Additional  People  660 

Additional  Households  184 

Additional  Workers  in  Other  Fields  119 

Additional  School  Children..,.  167 

Additional  Motor  Vehicle  Registrations  178 

Additional  Retail  Establishments  5 

Additional  Retail  Sales,  year  $609,000 

Additional  Bank  Deposits,  year $421,360 

Additional  Personal  Income,  year  $1,306,400 


1,795 

500 

324 

454 

484 

14 

$1,656,500 

$1,146,100 

$3,553,408 


MAIN  STREET,  FORT  McMURRAY 
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APPENDIX  B 

THE  ATHABASCA  OIL  SANDS  AND  THE 
GREAT  CANADIAN  OIL  SANDS  LTD.  PLANT 

The  following  information  has  been  excerpted  from  the  publications 
listed  below: 

1.  '"Oilweek",  February  15,  1965. 

2.  ''Our  Sun",  Robert  L.  Klaus,  Summer  and  Autumn  editions,  1964. 

3.  "The  Oil  Sands  of  Alberta",  The  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation 
Board,  October  1963. 

Approximately  twenty  miles  north  of  Fort  McMurray  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Athabasca  River  and  straddling  the  57th  parallel  is  Mildred-Ruth  Lakes, 
Lease  No.  4.  Here,  Great  Canadian  Oil  Sands  Ltd.  is  establishing  the  first 
commercial  project  to  extract  petroleum  from  the  Athabasca  oil  sands. 

The  evaluated  portion  of  the  total  Athabasca  deposit  occupies  about 
five  and  one-half  million  acres.  In  some  areas  the  overburden  is  2,000  feet 
thick,  while  in  other  places  the  oil  sands  outcrop  at  the  surface.  On  Lease 
No.  4,  the  thickness  of  the  overburden  averages  only  about  60  feet. 

Petroleum  experts  generally  agree  that  excluding  oil  from  shale,  the 
Athabasca  reserves  are  greater  than  any  other  in  the  world,  larger  than  the 
oil  reserves  of  the  Middle  East  and  South  America.  The  Oil  and  Gas  Con- 
servation Board  estimates  that  the  Athabasca  deposit  contains  626  billion  bar- 
rels of  reserves  in  place.  Recoverable  reserves  of  raw  oilsand  oil  in  this 
area  should  amount  to  369  billion  barrels  with  final  recovery  of  upgraded 
synthetic  crude  oil  amounting  to  267  billion  barrels.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
Athabasca  reserve  is  enormous  for,  by  comparison,  only  20.2  billion  barrels 
of  conventional  oil,  in  place,  or  5.5  billion  barrels  of  conventional  recoverable 
oil,  has  been  found  to  date  in  the  province.  Lease  No.  4 (3,800  acres)  has 
been  estimated  to  hold  some  650  million  barrels  of  recoverable  oil,  enough 
to  last  40  years  at  the  authorized  rate  of  production. 

Great  Canadian's  project  will  use  giant  bucket-wheel  excavators  to 
recover  the  raw  oil  sands  by  strip  mining  at  rates  up  to  100,000  tons  of  oil 
sands  per  day.  A conveyor  belt  system  will  move  the  oil  sands  to  the  separation 
plant  where  the  sand  and  bitumin  will  be  separated  by  the  hot  water  process. 
This  process  was  developed  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Alberta  Research 
Council,  by  Dr.  Karl  A.  Clark,  a pioneer  in  oil  sands  development  since  1922, 
and  now  a consultant  to  Great  Canadian  Oil  Sands  Ltd. 

In  the  separation  plant  the  sand  is  mixed  with  steam  and  hot  water  to 
form  a thick  slurry.  The  slurry  is  sent  to  a separation  cell,  where  the  oil  floats 
to  the  top  as  a froth  while  the  heavy  sands  sink  to  the  bottom  of  the  water  and 
are  carried  away.  The  oil  froth  is  skimmed  off  the  top  by  revolving  wiper 
blades  which  look  like  king-sized  windshield  wipers. 

From  the  separation  plant,  the  recovered  oil  will  move  at  a rate  of  up  to 
65,000  b/d  to  the  de-hydration  and  de-aeration  plant,  where  the  last  of  the 
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sand,  water  and  air  will  be  removed.  Process  units  here  will  include  a 65,000 
b/d  coker  (to  remove  heavy  fractions  as  coke,  which  will  fuel  the  plant)  a 60 
mmcf/d  hydrogen  plant,  three  desulphurizers  with  a combined  capacity  of 
55,000  b/d  and  a 400  ton/day  sulphur  plant.  The  final  product  will  be  a 
synthetic  crude  oil  which  is  low  in  sulphur,  nitrogen  and  oxygen  and  fluid  enough 
to  be  carried  through  pipe  lines. 

The  average  plant  output  is  expected  to  be  45,000  b/d  of  the  light 
(42.3  API)  synthetic  crude,  375  tons/day  of  elemental  sulphur  and  3,000  tons/ 
day  of  coke  (two-thirds  of  which  will  be  used  for  plant  fuel.) 

The  total  annual  payroll  of  this  plant  is  expected  to  be  approximately 
$6.5  million.  Annual  operating  costs,  exclusive  of  payrolls  will  be  an  addi- 
tional $7.5  million  and  another  $14  million  will  be  spent  yearly  on  taxes, 
royalties,  interest  and  other  charges. 
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